Geography

“It's amazing to learn about all
the different countries (n the
world and what life is like there.”

We are all part of God’s vine and are rooted in His rich soil.
We are nurtured and supported so that we may grow and spread out into the world

to love and to serve.



CURRICULUM STATEMENT

Our intention is to enable all children at Goring Church of England Primary
School to:

. have a real sense of curiosity about the world and excellent knowledge of
where places are and what they are like

. express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and
understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and the

environment

. gain an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interde-
pendent and interconnected and how much human and physical environ-
ments are interrelated

. become fluent in complex, geographical enquiry and develop the ability to
apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and presentational
techniques

. acquire the ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned
argument to explain findings

. develop and frequently use fieldwork and other geographical skills and
techniques.
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In the Haiti.earthquake in. 2010 over 5 million people
were displaced, nearly 4,000:schools were damaged or
destroyed! At the time:70% of the population lived below
the poverty line and it all happened in the space of 30
seconds when the: longest earthquake lasted 10
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GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM

At Goring Church of England Primary School, the Geography curriculum is

taught through timetabled lessons across all key stages, using a spiral curric-
ulum approach (a course of study in which pupils will see the same concepts
throughout their school career, with each encounter increasing in complexi-
ty and reinforcing previous learning). There are three threshold concepts
that are taught across the subject:

. Investigate places—This concept involves understanding the geograph-
ical location of places and their physical and human features.

. Investigate patterns—This concept involves understanding the relation-
ships between the physical features of places and the human activity
within them, and the appreciation of how the world’s natural resources
are used and transported.

. Communicate geographically—This concept involves understanding ge-
ographical representations, vocabulary and techniques.

As pupils progress through the school, they will develop skills that will ena-
ble them to understand these three concepts in more and more depth.
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USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
IN THE CLASSROOM

A range of rich and varied songs, rhymes and stories are used to supplement
the Geography curriculum. These texts expose the children to stories that
demonstrate the impact of human behaviour on the natural world as well as
the impact of natural disasters.

STORIES THAT SUPPLEMENT THE GEOGRAPHY
CURRICULUM

THE TIDE INSIDE

Written by Kaby Touse
filustented by Mally oncs




A range of teaching strategies are used within geography lessons. Activities

are planned according to the different levels of children’s skills and previ-

ous knowledge. Activities and tasks may include:

whole-class or small-group discussions

imaginative writing

reflection activities

role-play and drama

games, story-telling and interpretation tasks

watching relevant video-clips and using technology to do research
having special visitors and workshops where appropriate.

Outside of Geography lessons, other activities will consolidate or develop

their learning further, for instance:

applying the knowledge or skills learned in other areas of the curricu-
lum such as Art, English, Computing or PSHE

creating presentations to perform in front of others

using the knowledge they have gained to help them take part in pupil
groups such as the School Council or the Eco Team.



ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Visits from carefully chosen speakers, charities and groups support and
compliment aspects of the Geography curriculum. Educational trips and
residential opportunities are organised to further enrich the curriculum as
well as provide opportunities for children to have educational experiences
outside of the classroom.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE WIDER WORLD

Through Geography lessons, pupils develop their knowledge of the world
and their place in it. They learn about diversity through studies of countries,
cultures and environments and develop an appreciation of life in places
different to their own. The skills taught in Geography lessons enable chil-
dren to ask questions and seek answers about human and physical phenom-
ena. Learning about the forces of nature, natural disasters as well as the im-
pact of humans on the world develops pupils’ compassion, responsibility
and empathy. Learning about issues that affect the world helps our pupils
to grow into members of society who have the skills, knowledge and under-
standing to become informed, active and responsible citizens.



ASSESSMENT, MONITORING
& MEASURING IMPACT

Children are given regular and meaningful
MARKING AND written and verbal feedback. When written
feedback is given, children are given time to
FEEDBACK respond so that they are clear about their next
steps.

Teachers make use of differentiated question-

ASSESSMENT ing, and mini- and end-of-lesson plenaries to
FOR LEARNING provide informal assessment opportunities

throughout lessons to gauge individual and

OPPORTUNITIES BV YERErS understanding.

The Geography co-ordinator looks at Geography
2]0]0] ¢ books regularly to ensure the curriculum is
taught consistently across the school. Feedback

MONITORING [ y aeres |
is given to the teaching staff during staff

meetings.
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DEEP DIVES

The Geography co-ordinator completes regular
deep dives. These provide an opportunity to
observe lessons, talk to children, review plan-
ning and teaching and review strengths and ar-
eas for improvement across the school. After
each deep dive, a report is written and shared
with staff and governors. Any actions that are
required are then implemented in a timely fash-
ion.




